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INTRODUCTION:  

 

The island of Cyprus, is void of terrestrial and marine parks.  The land and natural and biological 
resources have been misused for centuries, therefore, good fauna and flora exists only on small and 

remote areas of the Island.  The four areas in Cyprus which are of vital ecological importance are: 

Akamas Peninsula in the west, Larnaka and Limassol salt lakes in the south and Karpas Peninsula in 
the north- east. According to Kettaneh et. al. (1988),  òthe Peninsula and sea shores will be the most 

ideal National Park in the Eastern Mediterranean Region, due to its good location near Turkey, Syria, 

Lebanon and Israel  and closeness to Europe, North Africa and Asia.ò 

UNDERSTANDING COMMUNITY -BASED ECOTOURISM DEVELOPMENT  

ñAfter WW2, parallel to the technological developments, population growth, increase in the 

disposable income and development of means of transportation promoted the development of mass 
tourism.  Mass tourismôs environmental and socio-cultural cost on localities throughout the world have 

prompted policy makers at the international, national and community levels to re-examine their stance 

towards industry.  Consequently, there is growing understanding in different stakeholders that future 
tourism developments should be sustainable. In terms of tourism, whereas conventional mass tourism 

could be defined as the product of global greed economy, ecotourism could be an element of 

alternative tourism that targets the sustainable societyò (Yuksel, 1997). 

Many definitions of ecotourism have been developed since the phrase was coined in the mid-1980s by 

Ceballos-Lascurain, ñEcotourism is environmentally responsible travel and visitation to relatively 
undisturbed natural areas, in order to enjoy and appreciate nature (and any accompanying cultural 

features - both past and present) that promotes conservation, has low negative visitor impact, and 

provides for beneficially active socio-economic involvement of local populationsò(Ceballos-
Lascurain,1996).  

 

The International Ecotourism Society defines ecotourism as ñresponsible travel to natural areas that 
conserves the environment and sustains the well-being of local peopleò. This definition not only 

implies that there should be a recognition of, and positive support for, the conservation of natural 

resources, both by suppliers and consumers, but also that there is a necessary social dimension to 

ecotourism.  
 

As (WWFI, 2001) identified ñthe term ócommunity-based ecotourismô takes this social dimension a 

stage further. This is a form of ecotourism where the local community has substantial control over, and 



involvement in, its development and management, and a major proportion of the benefits remain 

within the communityò. 

 
The community-based ecotourism development is based on three core principles; conservation has 

to take place, the local community has to benefit from tourism and it should educate tourists, industry 

and the host population that refers to the three main principles of sustainability: 

 Ecological Sustainability to protect the ecology and biological diversity that ensures 

ecotourism development to be appropriate to the carrying capacity of the ecosystem 

 Social and Cultural Sustainability to preserve a societyôs identity that enables the decision 

making to involve all the stakeholders of the community 

 Economic Sustainability to ensure economic efficiency and the management of resources so 

that they can support future generations (Nikolova and Hens, 1997). 

 
 

BACKGROUND OF THE DIPKARPAZ NATIONAL PARK AREA  

 

Geographical Location 

Cyprus is the third largest island after Sicily and Sardinia, situated in the north-eastern corner of the 
Mediterranean Sea.  She has an area of 9,251 square kilometers.  The distances to the neighboring 

coasts are 72 km to the north Turkey, 105 km to the east Syria, 350 km to the south Egypt and 600 km 

to the west Greece. 

 
Dipkarpaz National Park Area (DNPA) is located in the eastern side of the island of Cyprus at the 

Karpaz Peninsula as shown on the (Figure 1).  The boundaries of the Park was defined by the line 

joining the points of latitude and longitude (155ôE - 38 .0ôN; 18.0ôE - 34 .4ôN; 23 .2ôE - 34 .6ôN ; 

23 .7ôE - 24 .1ôN). 
 

This distinct area, comprising the land mass and the surrounding marine environment, extends from 
the eastern side of the town of Dipkarpaz (village located middle of the distance between north and 

south side of sea coast with the population around 2,000 people) to the tip of the Island which is 

known as Cape St. Andreas, including a group of small islands (Klidhes islands).  The sea surrounds 
the area from three sides, i.e. North, East and South, therefore the elongated land resembles a tongue. 

 

The average length of the area from west to east is about 22 km. and the width is about 5 km. 

Accordingly the DNP Area is 94.9 km
2
.  The length of the coast around the DNPA is about 65.8 km. 

Legal Status of the Dipkarpaz National Park Area     

  Efforts for the establishment of national parks in Cyprus have been continuing since 

1983.  In 1983 by the resolution of Council of Ministers an area of 2,000 ha. in Karpaz Peninsula 

declared as National Park.  But the political pressures of tourism investors to develop this area for 
mass tourism stopped further studies in this respect.  Struggle of wide range of environmentalists 

against tourism investments caused to conflicting resolutions of the Council of Ministers and leads to 

the position of stalemate for a long time.  In 1988 Department of Forestry prepared a plan to establish 

three national parks and extended the area of Dipkarpaz National Park to 8,000 ha. Council of 
Ministers came with another resolution in 1993 identifying different boundaries for the óKarpas 

Peninsula National Park Areaô (Yuksel, 1996). 

 
Studies done by The Department of Town Planning in 2004 for the park area, produced a physical plan 

for Karpas peninsula. Dipkarpaz National Park now is part of this planning area. The current boundary 

of the Dipkarpaz National Park was defined by the ñKarpas Region, Control and Development 

Ordinanceò by the resolution of the Council of Ministers  (Oztek, 2005) . The Karpaz National Park 
area that comprised of the ñNatural and Archaeological Siteò and ñAncient Carpasia Archaeological 

Siteò was designated by the Supreme Commission of Monuments in November 1995.  It begins north 



east from Ronnas Bayôs dunes and across the northern and eastern part of Dipkarpaz village to 

Chelones place in south of village up to the Cape Apostolos 

 
 

 

 
Figure 1: Dipkarpaz National Park Area (as indicated by the dashed area) on ñKarpaz Region, 

Control and Development Ordinanceò Map. 

 

 

 

Andreas. Despite the existence of an Ordinance that describes the Karpaz National Park Area  ñthere is 

no official protected area networkò (USAID-CYPRUS. 2006) in the northern part of Cyprus. 

 

Topography and Geology 

 

The land formation of the Karpaz Peninsula belongs to the third geological period and considered as 

the extension of Kyrenia Range in the north of the island which is an Alpine fold mountain system. 
The rocks are of the limestone and sand-stone character.  They are considered as second grade aquifer 

for water holding.  The elevation differs between sea-level and 241 m.  The increase of the elevation is 

towards the center line and the western part of the Area. 
 

Dreghorn (1978), describes the Dipkarpaz area as a chain of low hills and scarps that consists of two 

segments. The segment of the range between Dipkarpaz and Apostolos Andreas Forest, constitutes 10 
km long by one km wide elongated plateau, whose height varies from 150 to 241 m.  The other 

segment is found in the Apostolos Andreas section of the Karpaz Peninsula in the form of low dome-

like plateau at an average height of 100 m. 

 

Hydrogeology 

 




