
 

July 26, 2007 

Allen BOTTEREL        

Eu Programming And Support Office 
Nicosia  
 

Dear Mr. Botterel, 

 

We, the undersigned Environmental Sivil Society Organizations, would like to 
express our concerns with the position of The EU Commission and its 

representative to the northern part of Cyprus, Eu Programming And 

Support Office on the issue of erecting overhead power lines at the 
Dipkarpaz National Park Area.   
 

The Karpaz National Park Area is one of the most ecologically important  

sites not only in the northern part of Cyprus, but in the Meditteranean and in 
Europe.  Recently designated in line with the EU regulations as a Special 

Protected Area, Karpaz National Park Area houses more than 100 species 

of rare plants, 128 endemic flora, 68 % of the endangered species, migrant 
birds, feral donkeys and monuments and archeological sites of different 

historical periods. The park area is an important nesting area of the 

endangered Carretta carreta and Chelonies mydas. 84% of the total turtle 
nests found on All Karpaz Beaches, 19 species of butterfly were recorded at 

DNPA. St. Andreas Monastery, one of the most important places for 

Christianity, is located at the tip end of the Peninsula. 
 
As the Sustainable Environment Platform, our goal is to protect and save 

our island’s environment.   For that reason we believe that the priority should 

be given to the protection of the island’s scarce natural habitats.  It is 
particularly urgent to protect the Dipkarpaz National Park Area, because 

of the power supply project supported by the local authorities, that will be 

the flood-gate of mass tourism and haphazard development. Instead of 

helping us in stopping this monstrous project and saving our island’s so far 
untouched beauties, the European Commission abstained to finance an 

alternative power supply project for the Dipkarpaz National Park Area from 

the 259 m Euro allocated to the Turkish Cypriot Community.  
 

Our platform regards the position of the EU commission on this issue as 

inexplicable and unreasonable since the responsibilities of the EU to the 
island of Cyprus and her people should be beyond the suspension of acquis 

communautaire at the northern part of Cyprus and protocol 10 of the 

Accession Agreement. 
  

The EU Commission should express her intention for the prevention and 

management of the Karpaz National Park Area as it has already been 
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declared as a SAC (Special Area of Conservation) by the 'local authorities' of 

the island of Cyprus. 
 

Furthermore, finance should be provided for alternative energy opportunities 

by EU in order to prevent haphazard development in the region. 

  
Legal and administrative framework should be initiated in order to establish a 

national park according to the criteria of IUCN and UNESCO. 

 
With Regards 

 

Members of the “PLATFORM OF SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENT”: 

 

 Association of Women to Support Living 

 Baraka Cultural Center 

 Biologists Association 

 Chamber of City Planners 

 Cyprus Educational Sciences 
Association 

 Cyprus EU Association 

 Cyprus Turkish Hotelierôs Association 

 Cyprus Turkish Journalistsô Association 

 Cyprus Turkish Secondary Teachers 
Union 

 Cyprus Turkish Teachers Union 

 Cyprus Turkish Tourism and Travel 
Agentôs Association 

 Cyprus Turkish Tourist Guides 
Association 

 Environmental Society of Lefka 

 Federation of Hunters 

 Friends of Karpas  

 Friends of Nature, Cyprus 

 Green Action Group 

 HASDER Folk Arts Foundation 

 Lefka & Catchment Villages 
Development and Solidarity Association 

 Management Center 

 Mediterranean Wind Association 

 Northern Cyprus Hoteliers Association  

 Olive Tree Protecting and Searching 
Association 

 Yenibogazici Cultural and Arts 
Association 


